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JAMAICA’S SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 
REALITY

 Fifty two years after independence Jamaica is still challenged by 
dualistic growth, poverty (largely rural), unplanned urbanization 
and unemployment.

 The difference in 2014 is an interdependence between 
protracted low economic growth and a heavy burden of public 
indebtedness.
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VISION 2030 JAMAICA 
NATIONAL GOALS



GROWTH STRATEGY – COMPONENTS
Component Role

Core Economic Components

1. Fiscal Consolidation Provides Macroeconomic Stability

2. Business Environment 
Competitiveness Reforms

Addresses Constraints in the 
Business Environment

3. Strategic Investment 
Projects

Provide Catalytic Capital 
Investments and Employment; 
Improves Business Environment

4. Micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSMEs)

Economic opportunity ,
employment creation and growth 
facilitation

5. Human Capital 
Development and 
Protection

Builds Labour Productivity; 
Provides Social Protection and 
Secures Social Cohesion

6. Human and Community 
Security

Addresses Crime and Violence 
Constraints

7. Environmental Resilience Reduces Impact of Disasters and 
Climate Change



THE ESSENCE OF  THE IMF AGREEMENT  
• Primary surplus of 7.5 % of GDP p.a. for four years
• Debt reduction ( from almost 150% to under 100% of GDP by 

2020
• Reforms to strengthen fiscal institutions ( eg fiscal rules, PFM, tax 

reform)

Fiscal Consolidation 

• Establish central collateral registry
• Development Approval Process
• Energy sector reform

Structural Reforms to 
Facilitate Doing of 

Business

• Strengthen financial sector supervision
• Reform securities dealers sector

Strengthen Financial 
System and regulatory 

Framework

• Emphasis on capital expenditure ( with targeted capital floor)
• Pursuing Increased FDI (PPP, strategic investments)

Increased Strategic 
Growth Projects 

• Social safety net floor
• Enhanced targeting and efficiency

Enhance Social 
Protection



JAMAICA’S CURRENT POSITION
 Return to growth, Real GDP grew by 0.9 per cent during FY 

2013/14 relative to FY 2012/13
 Successfully navigated six quarterly IMF EFF reviews
 Meeting primary surplus targets and debt/GDP declined to 

below 140% of GDP in FY 2013/14
 NIR rebuild from under US$900mn to over  US$1300mn in 

FY 2013/14 and now to over  US$2000 as at end October 
 unemployment fell from 15.4 percent in July 2013 to 13.8 

percent in July 2014.
 Over fifty legislative and regulatory reforms including tax 

incentives, credit bureaux, collateral registry, omnibus banking 
legislation

 Improved ranking in both Global Competitiveness and Doing 
Business Indexes



JAMAICA’S CURRENT POSITION, CONT’D

 A total of 236 Category 1 Crimes per 100,000 population were 
committed over the period January to September 2014, The a decline of 
12.8 per cent from 271 per 100,000 population over the similar period 
in 2013. 

 The murder rate for January to September 2014 was 27.0 per 100,000 
population, down 17.8 per cent from 32.9 per 100,000 population over 
the similar period in 2013

 These figures continue the downward trend in overall crime 
rates that began in June of 2010 for the fourth consecutive 
year.



STRUCTURAL REFORMS TO FACILITATE DOING OF 
BUSINESS

Business Registration Process;
 Introduction of a multi-purpose registration instrument to streamline the business registration process

Development Application Review Process;

Collateral Reform; 
 Establishment of a central collateral registry

Insolvency Legislation; 
 Bill passed in October 2014 and  provides  an insolvency framework which  facilitates an efficient mechanism for the 

liquidation of businesses which cannot be rehabilitated.

MSME Financing;
The DBJ, in FY 2013/14 approved 9,773 loans to the MSME sector  valued at $2.3 million. Target for 
FY2014/15 is $3 billion

Energy Sector Reform
 Several projects and initiatives to achieve fuel-source diversification, facilitate energy conservation, liberalize the 

electricity market and reduce the cost of energy are moving ahead



STRATEGIC GROWTH PROJECTS 
 Strategic Projects include:

 Agro Parks
 Global Logistics Hub Initiative
North-South Link Highway 2000
 Information Communication/Business Process Outsourcing
 Energy Sector Projects
 Integrated Resorts development
 Health Tourism 
 Sports Tourism
 Financial Services
 Road Infrastructure Projects



HUMAN CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
SOCIAL PROTECTION

• Increased benefits for the participants of the PATH 
• Strengthening the social protection framework through:

 the development of a Social Protection Strategy.
 A graduation strategy for PATH households

• Establishment of Flexible Work Arrangements – Bill passed in 
October 2014, public education campaign on going to promote 
the flexible work arrangement

• Enhanced training options and improve labour force training
 HEART Trust /NTA developed various training initiatives aligned to 

growth sectors.



WESTERN JAMAICA’S CURRENT POSITION

 Labour Force Data

 Education & Training

 Health Services

 Infrastructure

 Housing Solutions

 Housing Quality Index

 Security and safety

 Incidence of Major Crimes

 Category 1 crime rate per 100 000

 Environment



HANOVER – A PROFILE OF YOU
 Population – 69,533 (2011) 154/sq. km. (2008)

 Average daily attendance at school – 82.0%

 Crime rate only slightly below 

average for the country 

 Economy – tourism, agriculture, 

livestock 

 Focus on social and physical infrastructure 

and community development

 Environmental management – ridge to reef

 Education, training and employment 



TRELAWNY – A PROFILE OF YOU

 Population – 75,164 (2011) 86/sq. km. (2008)

 Average daily attendance at school (Primary Education) – 84.7%

 Crime rate only slightly below average for country 

 Economy – tourism, agriculture, sugar, rum

 Health, education and social issues 

 Focus on community development

 Environmental management – ridge to reef



ST. JAMES – A PROFILE OF YOU
 Population – 183,811 (2011) 308/sq. km. (2008)

 Average daily attendance at school (Primary Education)– 84.9%

 High crime rate

 Diversified economy - tourism, 

agriculture, manufacturing, 

transport, ICT, services 

 Issues include crime and violence, 

economic and social infrastructure 

 Environmental management – ridge to reef

 Education, training and employment 



WESTMORELAND– A PROFILE OF 
YOU
WESTMORELAND– A PROFILE OF 
YOU
 Population – 144,103 (2011) 308/sq. km. (2008)

 Average daily attendance at school (Primary Education)– 81.8%

 Crime rate below country average

 Economy – agriculture, tourism

 Issues include crime and violence, 

economic and social infrastructure 

 Environmental management – ridge to reef

 Education, training and employment 



EMPLOYMENT STATUS
From a sample size of 1594 persons we have a picture of the 
employment situation in the region

In each of the four parishes over 80 percent of the sample size are 
employed

Looking at the spatial distribution of the employed in the region, 
over 70 percent of the employed  actually work in St James and 
Westmoreland

The categories ‘Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing’ and ‘Construction 
and Installation’ employ approximately 55 percent of the employed

St James has the most evenly distribution of employed across 
industries except for Mining & Quarry and Manufacture 
industries,which are not  strong areas for all the parishes in the 
region.





HEALTH

The network of health service delivery facilities in the western
region comprises of 80 Health Centres and 4 Hospitals

Darliston Health Centre is one of four regional health centres
of excellence being established island wide.

Phase 1 was completed in July 2013 and focused on infrastructural
improvements including the expansion to provide office spaces for
Environmental Health, Maternal and Child Services.
Phase 2 : project to be re-scoped to match sum approved; initiate
retendering process.



HOUSING SOLUTIONS
Based on NHT report tabled in parliament in November 

2014, an estimated 17, 339 scheme and service-lot 
solutions were effectively demanded island wide  over a 
five year period from April 2009 to March 2014

No loans provided in Hanover, which demanded 2086 
solutions

17 loans in St James, where 2798 solutions were 
demanded

175 loans in Westmoreland, which had a real demand for 
1446 housing solutions

Trelawny has the lowest effective demand  of 49



INFRASTRUCTURE
Parish Housing Quality Index
Saint Thomas 79
Saint Catherine 75.4
Saint James 71.6
Portland 69.1
Hanover 68.8
Trelawny 67.8
Clarendon 67.4
Saint Ann 66.9
Kingston 65.2
Manchester 65.1
Saint Elizabeth 63.2
Saint Mary 63
Saint Andrew 62.9
Westmoreland 62.1
All Jamaica 71.5



INCIDENCE OF MAJOR CRIME RATE PER 
100 000 BY PARISH (2007-2012)

Parish 2009 2010 2011 2012
Kingston and St. 
Andrew 596 572 564 598

St. James 427 522 540 427

Manchester 420 434 432 421

Trelawny 391 420 400 392

Westmoreland 380 377 399 381

St. Catherine 330 341 392 319

St. Ann 319 327 350 318

Clarendon 303 319 307 304

St. Thomas 280 312 275 280

St. Elizabeth 274 309 268 274

Hanover 267 295 266 268

Portland 230 280 215 230

St. Mary 216 275 196 216

All Jamaica
442 423 403 396                                        



CATEGORY 1 CRIME RATE BY PARISH 
(2013)

Parish Rate Per 100 000

Manchester 423

Kingston and St Andrew 421

St James 387

St Ann 361

Hanover 356

Trelawny 354

St Catherine 330

Westmoreland 323

Clarendon 313

St Mary 267

St Elizabeth 256

Portland 256

St Thomas 211

All Jamaica 351



ENVIRONMENT 

Ecological stability
Forestry preservation
Disaster prevention and mitigation
Prevention of environmental degradation
Solid waste management

Climate Change
Coastal and Marine Resources
Beach Erosion



POVERTY PREVALENCE BY PARISH



WESTERN REGION 
DEVELOPMENT CHALLENGES

High levels of crime and violence
High levels of youth and adult 

unemployment
Poor roads
Low skill levels
Inadequate water supply
Environmental issues



POSITIONING WESTERN JAMAICA

Generally, the positioning of Western Jamaica is bounded with 
the overall positioning of the country.

 Improving the regions’ capacity for sustainable growth and 
development involves the alignment of the region’s development 
objectives with the national development plan’s objectives

 Roles of Government, privates sector and civil society
 Parish plans :

 contribute to the strategies and actions of the national plan
 are supported by national initiatives and infrastructure
mobilize stakeholders and communities to achieve shared 

goals and to monitor progress
 provide a spatial and geographic dimension to national 

planning



Business Environment

Overall, the business environment is improving 
and it is crucial that businesses capitalize on the 
foundation being created to lead the growth 
initiative.
Improving access to credit
Paying taxes online
Streamline Business Registration

The implementation of the Business 
registration superform and associated IT 
platform  allows persons to register their 
business in one location (Companies office of 
Jamaica)

Central Collateral Registry



ECONOMIC POTENTIAL
 Finding niche markets and plugging into global supply chains
 Particularly in areas in which Western Jamaica has a comparative 

advantage, eg. agriculture, logistics, tourism, specialized tourism 
and business process outsourcing (BPO). Special Economic Zones 
(SEZ): White Paper  expected to be tabled by December 2014 
and the SEZ Act expected to be passed by 2015.

 Business Process Outsourcing (BPOs)-This sub-industry is 
identified as an area which will drive significant economic growth 
and employment generation in the short term.
Barnett Tech Parks 50,000 sq ft facility will be completed by 

the end of this year.  Already 25,000 sq ft has been committed 
to an international BPO investor and negotiations are 
underway for the second 25,000 sq ft of the building. 
Expected to create 1,000 jobs in St James
There is now need for the establishment of technology 

centres to exploit the advantages of critical mass.



ECONOMIC POTENTIAL CONT’D
• Agro Parks

Four additional Agro Parks are being contemplated for 
the West, namely; (1). Mafoota in St. James  (2) 
Shettlewood in St. James (3) Richmond Hill  (4) Seven 
Rivers
No time line arrived at as yet. …..site visits have started

• Integrated Resort Developments
Harmony Cove
Celebration Jamaica Hotel & Resort

• Hotel Expansion/ rennovation
Braco Resort (Melia Resorts)
Royalton Phase 2 - The Blue Diamond group 

purchased, re-constructed and rebranded the former 
Starfish Trelawny Hotel as the Royalton White Sands. 



SPATIAL PLANNING 

• Addressing the challenge of dualistic development 
between prosperous coastlines and poor rural inland

• Discouraging internal migration, squatting and socio-
economic problems 



EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Enhanced Training Options and improve labour force training –
Five HEART Workforce Colleges and 3 TVET Institutes have been 
established by the HEART Trust/NTA. 

The establishment of these entities has increased certification 
options which are aligned to labour market demand. New and 
revised competency standards have been developed for three (3) 
target sectors: 

 Logistics hub sub sector within the areas of maritime, aviation, 
and logistics plus various supporting sectors 

 Business Process Outsourcing (BPO) industry; and 

 digital animation.  



EDUCATION AND TRAINING CONT’D

The Utech Academy 

Through its Pre-University, Professional Development and 
Continuing Education offers short courses at all Utech
Campus sites and Utech/Jamaica Institute of Management 
School of Advanced Management (SAM) with delivery 
points in Port Antonio, Ocho Rios, Montego Bay, 
Negril and Kingston.  Allows for student to be 
transferred to full time programmes.

UWI Western Jamaica Campus (WJC) continues efforts 
to offer an increasing range of programmes, including Bsc
in Information Technology and Bsc in Human Resource 
Management



SAFETY AND SECURITY

Crime has been longstanding  constraint to growth.
We note however crime has been trending 

downwards the past four years
Decisive action is necessary to permanently reduce 

crime to allow the seeds for sustainable economic 
growth and development to prosper
Effective social intervention important for effective 

crime fighting



ENVIRONMENT 

Impact of inappropriate waste disposal

Reef degradation

Beach Erosion

Building in gullies

Unstable hillsides

Commercialization of agricultural land 

Spatial planning and local development planning

Improper Sewage disposal

Inappropriate development along the coast line



DEVOLUTION OF AUTHORITY

Strengthen  regional institutions
Health system
Justice system 
Encouraged by news of the establishment of a 

Supreme Court in Western Jamaica

Strengthening local governance framework



LOOKING FORWARD
 Jamaica has laid the foundation for growth and 

development and is now seeing early signs of success.   

Progress has been made towards establishing a sound 
macroeconomic foundation for medium and long term 
growth and development.

However the economic recovery is fragile and 
continued social cohesion and support for the 
programme could be undermined if stronger inclusive 
growth is not achieved in the short term.



IN CONCLUSION: “THE PLACE OF 
CHOICE”

Making Jamaica the place of choice equates to 
making all 14 parishes places of choice
 Western Jamaica has always and will continue to play 

a critical role in Jamaica’s growth and development
 The foundation has been laid, Jamaica is now poised 

for sustained inclusive growth and development
 I charge you, while addressing  the region’s socio 

economic ills, to simultaneously position Western 
Jamaica as an active player in the transformation of 
Jamaica.

 Position Western Jamaica  as a beacon of robust 
growth and development  for the mutual benefit of  
the citizens of the West and the wider Jamaica.
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Jamaica’s Social and Economic Reality

Fifty two years after independence Jamaica is still challenged by dualistic growth, poverty (largely rural), unplanned urbanization and unemployment.



The difference in 2014 is an interdependence between protracted low economic growth and a heavy burden of public indebtedness.

November 26, 2014

Planning Institute of Jamaica
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National Development Plan
Vision 2030 Jamaica
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VISION 2030 JAMAICA 
NATIONAL GOALS

























Growth Strategy – Components

		Component		Role

		Core Economic Components		

		1. Fiscal Consolidation		Provides Macroeconomic Stability

		2. Business Environment Competitiveness Reforms		Addresses Constraints in the Business Environment

		3. Strategic Investment Projects		Provide Catalytic Capital Investments and Employment; Improves Business Environment

		4. Micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs)		Economic opportunity , employment creation and growth facilitation

		5. Human Capital Development and Protection		Builds Labour Productivity; Provides Social Protection and Secures Social Cohesion

		6. Human and Community Security		Addresses Crime and Violence Constraints

		7. Environmental Resilience		Reduces Impact of Disasters and Climate Change
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 The Essence of  The IMF Agreement  
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Fiscal Consolidation 





 Primary surplus of 7.5 % of GDP p.a. for four years





 Debt reduction ( from almost 150% to under 100% of GDP by 2020





Structural Reforms to Facilitate Doing of Business





Establish central collateral registry





Strengthen Financial System and regulatory Framework





Strengthen financial sector supervision





Development Approval Process





Increased Strategic Growth Projects 





Social safety net floor





Enhanced targeting and efficiency





Enhance Social Protection











Emphasis on capital expenditure ( with targeted capital floor)





Pursuing Increased FDI (PPP, strategic investments)





Reforms to strengthen fiscal institutions ( eg fiscal rules, PFM, tax reform)





Energy sector reform





Reform securities dealers sector

































Jamaica’s current Position

Return to growth, Real GDP grew by 0.9 per cent during FY 2013/14 relative to FY 2012/13

Successfully navigated six quarterly IMF EFF reviews

Meeting primary surplus targets and debt/GDP declined to below 140% of GDP in FY 2013/14

NIR rebuild from under US$900mn to over  US$1300mn in FY 2013/14 and now to over  US$2000 as at end October 

unemployment fell from 15.4 percent in July 2013 to 13.8 percent in July 2014.

Over fifty legislative and regulatory reforms including tax incentives, credit bureaux, collateral registry, omnibus banking legislation

Improved ranking in both Global Competitiveness and Doing Business Indexes















For the Global Competitiveness Report, Jamaica’s rank has been improving.

For 2013, Rank moved to 86 (out of 144), an improvement of 8 places compared to the previous report for 2012 (Rank out 148) and 11 places relative to 2011 (Rank out of 144).  

This rank puts us in the top 60% of countries surveyed relative to the top 68% in 2012 and top 67% in 2011.

Despite improving, there is lots of room for further improvement and we should seek to accelerate the reform efforts made thus far and ensure full implementation.



Jamaica’s rank within the Doing Business Survey of the World Bank has shown significant improvement in the 2015 report

In 2014 we placed 58 out of 189 countries, relative to 85 of 189 countries in 2013

Of the 10 indicators used to assess the business environment Jamaica received highest rank for “Starting a Business’ and ‘Getting Credit”

 

NB All Doing Business 2014 rankings have been recalculated to reflect changes to the methodology and revisions of data due to new information.
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Jamaica’s current Position, cont’d



A total of 236 Category 1 Crimes per 100,000 population were committed over the period January to September 2014, The a decline of 12.8 per cent from 271 per 100,000 population over the similar period in 2013. 

The murder rate for January to September 2014 was 27.0 per 100,000 population, down 17.8 per cent from 32.9 per 100,000 population over the similar period in 2013

These figures continue the downward trend in overall crime rates that began in June of 2010 for the fourth consecutive year.



















Category 1 Crimes include murder, shooting, rape, aggravated assault, robbery, break-ins and larceny.



In 2013, the JCF made changes to its classification of crimes and term “Major crimes” was replaced with “Category 1” crimes. Category 1 is the new classification of crimes that are considered serious and sometimes couples with acts of violence.



9




Structural Reforms to Facilitate Doing of Business

Business Registration Process;

Introduction of a multi-purpose registration instrument to streamline the business registration process

Development Application Review Process;

Collateral Reform; 

Establishment of a central collateral registry

Insolvency Legislation; 

Bill passed in October 2014 and  provides  an insolvency framework which  facilitates an efficient mechanism for the liquidation of businesses which cannot be rehabilitated.

MSME Financing;

The DBJ, in FY 2013/14 approved 9,773 loans to the MSME sector  valued at $2.3 million. Target for FY2014/15 is $3 billion

Energy Sector Reform

Several projects and initiatives to achieve fuel-source diversification, facilitate energy conservation, liberalize the electricity market and reduce the cost of energy are moving ahead















Other MSME initiatives include;

Venture capital

FIRM ( Financial real time match making expo
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Strategic Growth Projects 


Strategic Projects include:

Agro Parks

Global Logistics Hub Initiative

North-South Link Highway 2000

Information Communication/Business Process Outsourcing

Energy Sector Projects

Integrated Resorts development

Health Tourism 

Sports Tourism

Financial Services

Road Infrastructure Projects
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Human Capital Development and Social Protection


Increased benefits for the participants of the PATH 

Strengthening the social protection framework through:

the development of a Social Protection Strategy.

A graduation strategy for PATH households

Establishment of Flexible Work Arrangements – Bill passed in October 2014, public education campaign on going to promote the flexible work arrangement



Enhanced training options and improve labour force training

HEART Trust /NTA developed various training initiatives aligned to growth sectors.

















PATH beneficiaries received overall increase of 15 % and 67 percent for the elderly in August 2013 and an additional 15 percent in October 2014.

In order to protect the most vulnerable, actions were undertaken to improve social protection programmes and improve training and certification of labour market participants. 



The House of Representatives passed the Employment  (Flexible Work Arrangements) (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act on September 23, 2014. Under the legislation, there will be no set eight or 10-hour work days, but instead these will be capped at a maximum of 12 hours.
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Western Jamaica’s Current Position

Labour Force Data

Education & Training

Health Services

Infrastructure

Housing Solutions

Housing Quality Index

Security and safety

Incidence of Major Crimes

Category 1 crime rate per 100 000

Environment

















General outline of the data we are trying to capture
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Hanover – A Profile of You 

Population – 69,533 (2011) 154/sq. km. (2008)

Average daily attendance at school – 82.0%

Crime rate only slightly below 

     average for the country 

Economy – tourism, agriculture, 

    livestock 

Focus on social and physical infrastructure 

and community development

Environmental management – ridge to reef

Education, training and employment 





















Trelawny – A Profile of You 

Population – 75,164 (2011) 86/sq. km. (2008)

Average daily attendance at school (Primary Education) – 84.7%

Crime rate only slightly below average for country 

Economy – tourism, agriculture, sugar, rum

Health, education and social issues 

Focus on community development

Environmental management – ridge to reef





















St. James – A Profile of You 

Population – 183,811 (2011) 308/sq. km. (2008)

Average daily attendance at school (Primary Education)– 84.9%

High crime rate

Diversified economy - tourism, 

agriculture, manufacturing, 

transport, ICT, services 

Issues include crime and violence, 

economic and social infrastructure 

Environmental management – ridge to reef

Education, training and employment 





















Westmoreland– A Profile of You 

Population – 144,103 (2011) 308/sq. km. (2008)

Average daily attendance at school (Primary Education)– 81.8%

Crime rate below country average

Economy – agriculture, tourism

Issues include crime and violence, 

     economic and social infrastructure 

Environmental management – ridge to reef

Education, training and employment 





















Employment Status

From a sample size of 1594 persons we have a picture of the employment situation in the region



In each of the four parishes over 80 percent of the sample size are employed



Looking at the spatial distribution of the employed in the region, over 70 percent of the employed  actually work in St James and Westmoreland



The categories ‘Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing’ and ‘Construction and Installation’ employ approximately 55 percent of the employed



St James has the most evenly distribution of employed across industries except for Mining & Quarry and Manufacture industries,which  are not  strong areas for all the parishes in the region.















Note, of the 1438 employed person in the sample, 140 persons or 9.7 percent of the employed worked in the category called “ wholesale, retail, hotel and restaurants”
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Adult Literacy rate = Basic + Functional



Trelawny 87.6,

Westmoreland 84.7, 

Hanover 96.3,

St James 91.3

St Thomas lowest at 82.2

All Jamaica 91.7
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Health



The network of health service delivery facilities  in the western region comprises of 80 Health Centres and 4 Hospitals



Darliston Health Centre is one of four regional health centres of excellence being established island wide.

Phase 1 was completed in July 2013 and focused on infrastructural improvements including the expansion to provide office spaces for Environmental Health, Maternal and Child Services.

Phase 2 : project to be re-scoped to match sum approved; initiate retendering process.

















		Housing Solutions

Based on NHT report tabled in parliament in November 2014, an estimated 17, 339 scheme and service-lot solutions were effectively demanded island wide  over a five year period from April 2009 to March 2014

No loans provided in Hanover, which demanded 2086 solutions

17 loans in St James, where 2798 solutions were demanded

175 loans in Westmoreland, which had a real demand for 1446 housing solutions

Trelawny has the lowest effective demand  of 49















Based on information presented to Parliament’s Public Administration and Appropriations Committee (PAAC)
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Infrastructure



















Trelawny, Hanover, and Westmoreland all fall below the country level of 71.5. However, St James is marginally above the country level.
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Incidence of major crime rate per 100 000 by parish (2007-2012)

		Parish		2009		2010		2011		2012

		Kingston and St. Andrew		596		572		564		598

		St. James		427		522		540		427

		Manchester		420		434		432		421

		Trelawny		391		420		400		392

		Westmoreland		380		377		399		381

		St. Catherine		330		341		392		319

		St. Ann		319		327		350		318

		Clarendon		303		319		307		304

		St. Thomas		280		312		275		280

		St. Elizabeth		274		309		268		274

		Hanover		267		295		266		268

		Portland		230		280		215		230

		St. Mary		216		275		196		216

		All Jamaica		442		423		403		396                                        
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Category 1 Crime rate by parish (2013)



























		Parish		Rate Per 100 000

		Manchester		423

		Kingston and St Andrew		421

		St James		387

		St Ann		361

		Hanover		356

		Trelawny		354

		St Catherine		330

		Westmoreland		323

		Clarendon		313

		St Mary		267

		St Elizabeth		256

		Portland		256

		St Thomas		211

		All Jamaica		351

















In 2013, the JCF made changes to its classification of crimes and term “Major crimes” was replaced with “Category 1” crimes. Category 1 is the new classification of crimes that are considered serious and sometimes couples with acts of violence.
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Environment 


Ecological stability

Forestry preservation

Disaster prevention and mitigation

Prevention of environmental degradation

Solid waste management

Climate Change

Coastal and Marine Resources

Beach Erosion

















For the period 2012-2013, beach profiles was measured at 36 sites across six parishes by NEPA .

For Trelawny 2 sites were measured were per cent change for 2012-2013 was -3.3

For Westmoreland 2 sites were measured were per cent change for 2012-2013 was -13.8

Hanover/Westmoreland (Negril) 16 sites were measured were per cent change for 2012-2013 was -1.9



Accretion:growth or increase by the gradual accumulation of additional layers or matter



Beach Erosion



The average beach loss ranged from 0.3m to 10.3m and the average gain in beach ranged from 0.3m to 10.3m and the average gain in beach ranged from 0.2m to 4.6m

Chronic erosion (greater than 25.0 percent), was seen in five sites including  one in Westmoreland.

Twenty-one sites experienced mild erosion (between 1.0 per cent and 25.0 per cent), 11 of which were in Negril.  Accretion was observed in 10 sites, 5 of which were in Negril.
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Poverty prevalence by parish

















Besides St Mary, all parishes in the Western region account for the lowest poverty prevalence in the country.

Hanover has the lowest rate at 10.8 for the Western region and the second overall behind St Mary
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Western Region 
Development Challenges



High levels of crime and violence

High levels of youth and adult unemployment

Poor roads

Low skill levels

Inadequate water supply

Environmental issues















Positioning Western Jamaica



Generally, the positioning of Western Jamaica is bounded with the overall positioning of the country.

Improving the regions’ capacity for sustainable growth and development involves the alignment of the region’s development objectives with the national development plan’s objectives

Roles of Government, privates sector and civil society

Parish plans :

contribute to the strategies and actions of the national plan

are supported by national initiatives and infrastructure

mobilize stakeholders and communities to achieve shared goals and to monitor progress

provide a spatial and geographic dimension to national planning
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Business Environment

Overall, the business environment is improving and it is crucial that businesses capitalize on the foundation being created to lead the growth initiative.

Improving access to credit

Paying taxes online

Streamline Business Registration

The implementation of the Business registration superform and associated IT platform  allows persons to register their business in one location (Companies office of Jamaica)

Central Collateral Registry






















Economic Potential


Finding niche markets and plugging into global supply chains

Particularly in areas in which Western Jamaica has a comparative advantage, eg. agriculture, logistics, tourism, specialized tourism and business process outsourcing (BPO). Special Economic Zones (SEZ): White Paper  expected to be tabled by December 2014 and the SEZ Act expected to be passed by 2015.

Business Process Outsourcing (BPOs)-This sub-industry is identified as an area which will drive significant economic growth and employment generation in the short term.

Barnett Tech Parks 50,000 sq ft facility will be completed by the end of this year.  Already 25,000 sq ft has been committed to an international BPO investor and negotiations are underway for the second 25,000 sq ft of the building. Expected to create 1,000 jobs in St James

There is now need for the establishment of technology centres to exploit the advantages of critical mass.
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Economic Potential cont’d

Agro Parks

Four additional Agro Parks are being contemplated for the West, namely; (1). Mafoota in St. James  (2) Shettlewood in St. James (3) Richmond Hill  (4) Seven Rivers

No time line arrived at as yet. …..site visits have started

Integrated Resort Developments

Harmony Cove

Celebration Jamaica Hotel & Resort

Hotel Expansion/ rennovation

Braco Resort (Melia Resorts) 

Royalton Phase 2 - The Blue Diamond group purchased, re-constructed and rebranded the former Starfish Trelawny Hotel as the Royalton White Sands. 

















Two visits have been made to these sites so far. The first was the site visit. The second visit  was with the technical team from NIC to investigate irrigation facilities and availability of water.
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Spatial Planning 




Addressing the challenge of dualistic development between prosperous coastlines and poor rural inland



Discouraging internal migration, squatting and socio-economic problems 
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Education and Training

Enhanced Training Options and improve labour force training – Five  HEART Workforce Colleges and 3 TVET Institutes have been established  by the HEART Trust/NTA. 



The establishment of these entities has increased certification options which are aligned to labour market demand. New and revised competency standards have been developed for three (3) target sectors: 



 Logistics hub sub sector within the areas of maritime, aviation, and logistics plus various supporting sectors 

 Business Process Outsourcing (BPO) industry; and 

 digital animation.  





















Education and Training cont’d

The Utech Academy 

Through its Pre-University, Professional Development and Continuing Education offers short courses at all Utech Campus sites and Utech/Jamaica Institute of Management School of Advanced Management (SAM) with delivery points in Port Antonio, Ocho Rios, Montego Bay, Negril and Kingston.  Allows for student to be transferred to full time programmes.

UWI Western Jamaica Campus (WJC) continues efforts to offer an increasing range of programmes, including Bsc in Information Technology and Bsc in Human Resource Management

















Safety and Security


Crime has been longstanding  constraint to growth.

We note however crime has been trending downwards the past four years

Decisive action is necessary to permanently reduce crime to allow the seeds for sustainable economic growth and development to prosper

Effective social intervention important for effective crime fighting
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Environment 

Impact of inappropriate waste disposal

Reef degradation

Beach Erosion

Building in gullies

Unstable hillsides

Commercialization of agricultural land 

Spatial planning and local development planning

Improper Sewage disposal

Inappropriate development along the coast line

















Creation of a spatial database for coastal ecosystems including coastal setback limits, protected areas and to guide in decisions on Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs)

Installation of marine buoys in Negril, Montego Bay

Promotion of alternative livelihoods (organic farming, apiculture, sea moss farming, eco-tourism) in four four MPAs (Montego Bay, Negril, Bluefields, Portland Bight and in St Thomas
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Devolution of Authority

Strengthen  regional institutions

Health system

Justice system 

Encouraged by news of the establishment of a Supreme Court in Western Jamaica

Strengthening local governance framework



















 Looking forward

Jamaica has laid the foundation for growth and development and is now seeing early signs of success.   



Progress has been made towards establishing a sound macroeconomic foundation for medium and long term growth and development.



However the economic recovery is fragile and continued social cohesion and support for the programme could be undermined if stronger inclusive growth is not achieved in the short term.















In Conclusion: “The Place of Choice”



Making Jamaica the place of choice equates to making all 14 parishes places of choice

Western Jamaica has always and will continue to play a critical role in Jamaica’s growth and development

The foundation has been laid, Jamaica is now poised for sustained inclusive growth and development

I charge you, while addressing  the region’s socio economic ills, to simultaneously position Western Jamaica as an active player in the transformation of Jamaica.

Position Western Jamaica  as a beacon of robust growth and development  for the mutual benefit of  the citizens of the West and the wider Jamaica.



November 26, 2014

Planning Institute of Jamaica
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DISCUSSION
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Portland69.1
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Saint Ann66.9
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Microsoft_Excel_97-2003_Worksheet1.xls

Table


			Parish			Housing Quality Index


			Saint Thomas			79


			Saint Catherine			75.4


			Saint James			71.6


			Portland			69.1


			Hanover			68.8


			Trelawny			67.8


			Clarendon			67.4


			Saint Ann			66.9


			Kingston			65.2


			Manchester			65.1


			Saint Elizabeth			63.2


			Saint Mary			63


			Saint Andrew			62.9


			Westmoreland			62.1


			All Jamaica			71.5
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